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Report Highlights: 

Starting July 13, 2023, a third-party certification issued by accredited certifying bodies will be 

mandatory to certify maximum sodium levels in processed products listed in Colombian Resolution 

2013 of 2020. Since Resolution 2013 came into force in November 2022, listed processed products such 

as cheese, sauces, sausages, and ham were subject to a supplier's self-declaration in order to be admitted 

to Colombia. The purpose of this report is to help guide U.S. exporters of how to work with accredited 

certifying bodies to issue third-party certificates on sodium, the services they render, and prices. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS REPORT CONTAINS ASSESSMENTS OF COMMODITY AND TRADE ISSUES MADE BY USDA STAFF 
AND NOT NECESSARILY STATEMENTS OF OFFICIAL U.S. GOVERNMENT POLICY 
 

Sodium Mandatory Third-party Certification Begins July 13, 2023   

Starting July 13, 2023, a third-party certification issued by accredited certifying bodies will be 

mandatory for maximum sodium levels in a sub-set of processed products sold in Colombia. This third-

party certification is a requirement of Resolution 2013 of 2020. Resolution 2013 allows importers to use 

first-party declarations of compliance issued by food producers until July 12, 2023. The list of impacted 

products can be found in the resolution and includes sausages, ham, cheese, and sauces, among other 

products.   

The purpose of this report is to inform U.S. companies of the accredited, certifying bodies authorized to 

issue third-party certificates on sodium, the services they render, and prices. This report does not 

substitute the information that U.S. companies may gather from any service proposal they hire from 

these or other accredited bodies and the report reflects information gathered by the Foreign Agricultural 

Service (FAS) Office in Bogota in June 2023, which is subject to change.   

Accredited Bodies for Sodium Certification in Colombia  

There are currently four entities accredited by Colombia’s National Accreditation Body, ONAC, which 

can certify compliance of the processed products listed within Resolution 2013. Some of these certifying 

bodies may have a sales representative in the United States and/or they can be reached by email.  

Currently, FAS Bogota has not been able to identify U.S. entities accredited to certify compliance with 

Resolution 2013 in Colombia. However, exporters can reach out to U.S. certifying bodies and labs to 

inquire about their ability to certify to Resolution 2013.  

The current list of accredited certifying bodies is below (more certifying bodies may be added in the 

future): 

Accredited Body Name Contact Information  Website  

Grupo VTEK SAS robinson.suarez@grupovtek.com 
julio.rangel@grupovtek.com  

www.grupovtek.com 

LENOR COLOMBIA SAS ejecutivodecuenta3@lenor.com.co 
info@lenor.com.co  

www.lenor.com.co 

INCONTEC spenaranda@icontec.org  
cpinzon@icontec.org  

www.icontec.org 

SGS COLOMBIA S.A.S. – 

SGS 

sgs.colombia@sgs.com   
paola.castillo@sgs.com 

www.sgs.com.co 

Data source: FAS Bogota research  

 

 

 

https://www.minsalud.gov.co/sites/rid/Lists/BibliotecaDigital/RIDE/DE/DIJ/resolucion-2013-de-2020.pdf
https://onac.org.co/servicios/organismos-de-certificacion-de-producto/
https://onac.org.co/directorio3/index.php/acreditaciones/19-CPR-004
http://www.grupovtek.com/
https://onac.org.co/directorio3/index.php/acreditaciones/11-CPR-005
http://www.lenor.com.co/
https://onac.org.co/directorio3/index.php/acreditaciones/09-CPR-002
http://www.icontec.org/
https://onac.org.co/directorio3/index.php/acreditaciones/10-CPR-009
https://onac.org.co/directorio3/index.php/acreditaciones/10-CPR-009
http://www.sgs.com.co/


 
   
   
 

 
 

Documentation Requirements  

The process to obtain a certificate to verify compliance with maximum sodium levels in Colombia may 

consist of a paper review by the accredited certifying body, including technical sheets, taking of 

samples, audits to assess compliance with food safety standards, and a review of labeling requirements 

regarding sodium, according to Resolution 810 of 2021 and Resolution 2492 of 2022 (See GAIN reports 

CO_2022-0026 and CO_20022-0008).  

The documents required may vary depending on whether the company asks for a certification for a lot of 

products or by production process. In the case of a certification for a specific lot of products, only a pro 

forma invoice and results from lab testing for a lot of products may be needed. In the case that the 

certification is required for the production process, in addition to lab testing, the company will likely 

need to provide the technical sheets of the products, sample labels, and food safety documentation.  

Samples and Audits    

Compliance for sodium content for the products listed in Resolution 2013 shall be verified with one of 

the three analytical methods listed in Article 9 of Resolution 2013 (See GAIN Report CO_2020-0045, 

for a translation to English of Resolution 2013). Companies may provide their own lab tests from 

recognized labs in the United States, or they may hire these services from an accredited body, who 

usually has their own accredited labs.  

Audits are only needed in cases where the plant does not have evidence of a recognized management 

system in place for food safety, such as HACPP, ISO2200, FASSC 22000, BRGSS 22000, IFS, QSF, 

and NSF. In cases where the plant can provide one of the previous documents, an audit should not be 

needed. In case an audit is needed, the plant may be able to conduct it virtually.  

Time and Length of Certification  

The time to obtain a third-party certificate from an accredited body may vary depending on the number 

of samples, plants, and productions lines to be audited (in the case that audits are needed). Estimates 

vary from seven working days, counted since all the documents are submitted to the accredited body, to 

30 working days.  

In the case of certifications requested for a lot of products, the validity of the certification is limited for 

the specific batch of products. In cases where the certification is requested for the production process, 

the company may choose between a length of three to five years. Annual reviews of the certification are 

carried out by the accredited body during the length of the certification.  

Costs 

Costs associated with the third-party certification may depend on the services hired by the U.S. 

companies, whether the certification is requested for a lot of products or for production process, number 

of samples to be taken and/or number of plants and production processes to be audited. Estimates may 

https://normograma.invima.gov.co/normograma/docs/resolucion_minsaludps_0810_2021.htm?q=810
https://www.minsalud.gov.co/Normatividad_Nuevo/Resoluci%C3%B3n%20No.%202492de%202022.pdf
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Colombia%20Issues%20New%20Resolution%20on%20Nutrition%20and%20Front%20of%20Pack%20Labeling%20Requirements%20for%20Processed%20Foods_Bogota_Colombia_CO2022-0026
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Update%20on%20Colombia%20Nutrition%20and%20Front-of%20Pack%20Labeling%20Requirements%20Resolution%20810%20of%202021%20for%20Packaged%20Foods_Bogota_Colombia_CO2022-0008
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=Colombia%20Issues%20New%20Sodium%20Regulation%20for%20Processed%20Foods%20_Bogota_Colombia_12-14-2020


 
   
   
 

 
 

vary from approximately $250 for the issuance of a certification (only documentation review and results 

of lab tests for samples provided by the company) to approximately $850 (documentation review plus 

lab tests provided by the accredited body). Costs can be as high as or higher than $10,000 for larger 

companies with multiple samples, plants, and production processes to be certified. Costs associated with 

the annual review of the certification by the accredited bodies are usually 50 percent less than the price 

paid for the original certification.  

Example of a third-party certification:  

 

Source: Certification body in Colombia   

Links for further information:  

Update on Colombia Sodium Resolution 2013 of 2020 for Processed Foods_Bogota_Colombia_CO2022-0007.pdf 

Colombia Issues New Sodium Regulation for Processed Foods _Bogota_Colombia_12-14-2020.pdf 

Attachments: 

No Attachments. 

https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2101&q=7e049806-1aa0-4df8-aa4c-fb87235d1298
https://gain.fas.usda.gov/Download.aspx?p=2102&q=ded61d3e-3416-4d1f-93d9-c3492a7b2021

